Sider Deoraths with ber Vecalional Soviior Anoadl

Mary Chin

N her mindon o bring pro-schesl cducation ta dissdvaniaged
children, ensung beroine Sistor Doretby Laisdi is andsunied by
remeleres, Lick of basse amenities and U dsngers lurkeng i
lhﬂ"ml.-m Ihh-r Iar ks i simes W05, she has thrown
F L lh-r u'-ld B r.nl.wlllu . the emmdlhmlrﬂ

d. river Hu'll-ad

That veas, mmmnm.hurm Congregaiion of
Francisan Sioters of ihe [mmsculane Culﬂptuu AFSICH sed up the
ﬂmﬂu&umm Tadika Pelangi Dalamas’ in the Paitan Seh-

1

Within sevem vesrs, the anassaming nun busd opencd cight kinder-
gartens, the latest being Tadika Ceria Magandai in Kota
Marudu. The oibers are Tadika Pelangi Dalamas, Tadika Harmond
Sulit iwhich is the main cemtrel, Tadika Sinar Batangesn Barat,
Tadiki Rumpun Lakang, Tadika Fajar Komunili Lubang Buava,
Tadika Cerdik Tawonin and Tadika Sahabat Rakanan, The fire five
are locited along the Maitan River while Tadika Cerdik Tanoaan and
Tadika Sabuabat Raksnan are locited betwern Paitas and Beluran oin

Even Paztan 'S
crocodiles

are no
deterrent
for Dorothy

the Sandakan aresi.

Corrently, there are shout 170 children aged between four and
Hﬁllj:‘wl under her wings with an enredment. of 25-28 children in
&

The muajoriiy of ihem sre from the Orang Sungai eibhnde commeni-
iy where farming is the main economic actividy,

Esch pre-school instiiuiion is managed by twe certified trained
teachers and a cook.

Itis & gix-hour drive from Eota Kinabala ta Paitan toemn. From the
bowm, the villages are acocssible snly by using Rur-whool dive whi-
ches or iravelling om Lhe Paitan River in small boats, For cxample, K
Nalamas cam anly be reached by poing upslream of the river B an
Issar, Ared it Calors one and 4 hall hoers ts ravel by bost from the con-
tre at Kg Sulil to ihe kindergarten at Kg Lubang Pusys, sad twe
hesairs wiksem S b low ida.

Naormally, Sister Dorot by weuld (ravel from KK to Kota Marusdu by
public transport, and from here, the trip ta the Pablsn Bridge would
take more than vso hours. Fros the Paicas Bridge, ic ks an hoar’s
josmrmey by bost to resch her boase xi Kg Swlit

Her unwavering commilmend, gesl snd energy was reflecied in ber
aeceplamce spoech at the oih Anniversary Celbebragion of the RBotary
Club of Likas Ray.

‘Wilhpﬂdhdth.ltunmhrmhr 1 yeard,” dbe doclared
o a rownd of applanse, mements afler rooviving The Club’s Vecatisnal
Service hward (plaque + RXI 000 cashi On hasd o present ke
award was the Mmister of Scenoe, Techaaskagy & [nasvatisa, Dutuk
e Macimsus Ongkili,

The Franciscan Sister, hewever, declined 1a reveal her age, saying
=My el Bl FLEDLET. ™
Hister Dorothy almest Daiated when ibe then Mother
Gemeral of FSIC, Matker Ceerlia Lisw appainied her s taloe charge of
upeoming kindergartens in the Paitan Sub-Disiricl. She was sent
there L the local communities sec uihmhr[ artens. Thal was
in 2005 wpon ber retwrn to Sabah afer her graduation from Edich
Cowan University.

“The posling was in response (o Bishop {moer Archbisbeop ) Datak
-;ohn Lew's respuest. for tws Franciscam Sisters to be hased fubl-time in

artan.
“The other Sister ia my sbling wha
had boon tranaformed ta tho Convent in
Tambiansn, Siser Hillary is 5 traimed
agriculiurisl. We were together in
Paitan im the infast years bon simes last
vear, | have boen alome ™ However, ihere
are 16 wachers from the ity
Inidally, maosr of the kinderpartens
were howsed in the villsge community
halle. Later, with denations firom moen-
pevernmenial e ganitaibeed NG00 and
| wellowizhers, the villagers orgamnised
goteng-royong activities to help put up
proper baildings oo allocated or donated
sites. Still, they are barely equipped -
just chairs asd tables, no Cans, o lights,
ma eleciricily supply. na waler sspply
exoepl for rainwater)
In bor citation, Ratarian Yvsaso Tan
af tho Motary Clob of Likss Bay caid of
Sister Dorothy -
“Hew bave for chaldren and the burnisg
desire to help them is the sourer of ber
ifgrrarion.

“Ta sum up Slster Desothy's cgnifi-
cant eontribution o soclety, she has
aeyoted heerself o edwcating the chilbdeen
in Peitan, & sob-district bestod at ihe
morthemnmost oorner of the Sandakan
Division. The distance from Kota
Kimahalu is abost 2kem.

“The children's inabdlity fa read and
write i2 her greatest concern asd that
was the driving Faroe that bed her 20 st
wlfdmrl;r"-iw baarteli Lo help

i,

“Her relentless effort would go 4 loag
way in belping to roduce and cvenimally
eradicate illitersey in the rural commi-
PR, ™

Speaking 1o the Daily Erpeess later,
Bister Dorsihy asid she was gled chai
the kimdewgartens are recognised by the
Mimistry of Educaiion.

=1 amm graiehs thet ihe Govermmesi
providod a lawnching grand of FEA 10, G0
for  each kindergarien, istalling
R0 e

“From there, | have mlﬂi’urcwr}*-
himg. . oo, momey o buy lood, mency
o buy peirel for the bosimen, mossy' 4
aary ffor the boatmen's sorvion, slaldey



